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Welcome to 
your magazine

Spring is on its way and thoughts of 
getting back out into the garden after 
being cooped up indoors for winter are 
certainly keeping me going!

The past year has been challenging 
for everyone. But while we were all in 
our stay-at-home bubbles, nothing has 
become clearer than the enjoyment 
and respite outdoor spaces – however 
big or small – can bring, for both their 
physical and mental health benefits.

Now more than ever, we need our 
gardens, yards and balconies to 
escape the indoor life we’ve become 
accustomed to, and give our minds and 
bodies some much needed fresh air.

With warmer weather just around the 
corner again, how will you use your 
outdoor space this year?

Now is the perfect time to get out there 
and start planning that transformation 
project or spruce up.

In this, the first edition of Outdoor 
Living and Lifestyle, we’re excited to 
bring you lots of gardening and paving 
inspiration, from small garden design 
ideas to ways you can keep garden 
maintenance to a minimum, and much 
more.

So dig in and get outdoors! Your mind 
and body will thank you for it.
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CHECKLIST

RIGHT FOOT
Spring

Getting off on the

Garden
It’s that exciting time 
of year again: the 
weather’s getting 
warmer and signs of 
life are returning to 
the garden. Here’s a 
checklist of things to 
do in your outdoor 
space this spring.

 Plant your summer-flowering 
 bulbs and seeds
Gather up any bulbs you’ve been 
storing over the winter and plant 
them out now, for some beautiful 
bursts of colour when they bloom in 
the summer months.

 Weed and tidy flower beds 
 and borders
Clear dead leaves and other debris 
to reveal bare soil, then dig manure 
or compost into empty borders to 
give the earth some much-needed 
nutrients.

 Give your greenhouse a  
 spring clean
Now’s the time to make your 
greenhouse ship shape. Clean the 
glass inside and outside with a 

solution of hot water and disinfectant, 
and leave windows and vents open 
to allow it to thoroughly dry out.

 Get rid of hibernating pests
Taking a prevention-rather-than-cure 
approach to pests will save you a lot 
of time and effort. Find out where 
pests such as aphids, slugs and 
snails have been sheltering for the 
winter and remove them before they 
become an issue later in the year.

 Finish leftover maintenance  
 jobs
Got a fence that’s needed painting 
for ages? Or a broken pane of glass 
in your greenhouse? As the weather 
becomes a little warmer, now’s the 
perfect time to get out there and 
finish those leftover garden jobs.

If you’re planning to work with a landscape 
designer this year to bring your dream 
garden to life, here are some key questions 
to ask, to make sure your project gets off to 
a flying start.

ONLINE
TOOLS
FOR PERFECT  

PLANNING

See page 22

Ask them how long they’ve been doing this 
kind of work

Ask to see pictures of their recent work

Ask for a written agreement before they 
start work

Ask for a written guarantee for the 
quality of their work

Ask how long the work will take and book well 
in advance



6   |   O UT D O O R L IVI N G  & L I FEST YLE  O UT D O O R L IVI N G  & L I FEST YLE   |   7

Tiny 
Garden BIG 

IDEASOne such advantage of a small 
outdoor space is that even a minor 
change can have a dramatic 
effect. You don’t have to do much 
to make a big difference to the 
look and feel of your garden.

Another big advantage is you have a much smaller space to maintain. 
And with clever design and planting, you can create something that 
feels much bigger than it really is, without all the ongoing upkeep.

Whatever the shape and size of your small garden, there are lots 
of things you can do to maximise privacy, usability and – most 
importantly – enjoyment!

Grow tall 
 
With a small garden, the sky really is the limit. Because if you 
can’t grow out, grow up! Use the walls, fences and other vertical 
structures in your garden to grow climbing and creeping plants 
– such as hardier varieties of jasmine, which produce beautiful 
white, yellow, red or pink scented flowers.

Create sections 
 
Dividing the garden into sectioned-off areas is one way to 
trick the eye into thinking the space is bigger than it really is. 
Group tall plants, grasses, shrubs and bushes into distinct 
screens, creating ‘pockets’ of concealed space behind. An 
arch is a great way to add height and create a focal point 
that draws the eye through, while screening off the garden 
beyond.

Having a small garden may leave you feeling 
uninspired. But compact spaces have lots of 
advantages, as Matthew Rea finds out.
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TI NY GARD E N , BI G  I D E ASTI NY GARD E N , BI G  I D E AS

Use creative paving 
 
There are some clever tricks you can play using paving 
to help create the illusion of space. Instead of laying a 
garden path in a straight line, have it weave around or 
cut diagonally across the space. Laying block paving in 
a herringbone pattern also helps to make a garden feel 
more spacious. Opt for subtle, light and earthy colours to 
maximise the feeling of space, too.

Plant trees 
 
You’d be forgiven for thinking trees would overpower a 
small garden. But there are plenty of species of tree that 
are perfectly proportioned for a more modest space. The 
key thing to consider is the ultimate height of the tree 
when it’s fully grown.

Avoid any trees that will become too big for your space. 
Also look for species that have some interest over more 
than one season – for example, beautiful flowers in spring 
and deep, rich colours in autumn. Japanese maples, small 
ornamental or edible fruit trees, and varieties of ash are all 
great starting points to consider.

Go bold and bright 
 
Bright, colourful planting will add pops of colour to your 
garden and stand out against other foliage, bringing depth 
to the space.

Typically, hot or warm colours (like reds, yellows and 
oranges) bring things to the foreground, making the area 
feel more intimate. 

 

Cold or cool colours (like blues, purples and whites) push 
back and blur the lines between spaces, making the 
garden feel bigger.

To decide on a colour scheme, try using a colour wheel 
to find contrasting and harmonious colours that work for 
your taste and space.

There’s no need to feel disheartened and limited by a 
small outdoor space. You may not have acres of lawn 
and sprawling flower beds, but there’s plenty you can do 
to create a pocket-sized paradise in which to relax and 
unwind.

You may not have 
acres of lawn and 
sprawling flower 
beds, but there’s 

plenty you can do 
to create a pocket-

sized paradise in 
which to relax and 

unwind.
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Designed by architects MDP + Partners, this 
contemporary four-bedroom family home in County 
Waterford, Ireland had a complex brief to meet.

C
reated for a 
family, the new 
house needed 
to be both 
elegant and 
practical, while 

providing a seamless link between 
outdoor and indoor living.

With this in mind, the architects designed a 
spacious L shaped home with two distinct forms 
– a single-storey wing and a two-storey wing, 
both centred around a landscaped, south-facing 
garden.

The two parts of the house are designed to 
enclose the garden and create a sense of privacy, 
which the homeowners were keen to achieve.

Creating a seamless transition between the 
inside and outside so the family can enjoy the 
outdoor space in all seasons was a key part of 
their brief. A raised patio area extending out from 
the single-story living space, plus a cantilever 
section of the two-storey building with floor-to-
ceiling windows, brought this vision to life.

The architects used Tobermore’s Kingston 
Facing Brick in warm red on the single-storey 
element to distinguish it from the render used 
on the two-storey element. The brick provides 
a striking contrast against the dark grey of the 
window frames and roof slates.

Inside
out Living
All Year Round



Design your house around 
your garden
If you’re in the process of designing your home, consider 
your house design in conjunction with your garden. 
Thinking carefully about how the two spaces interact 
will ensure your garden is incorporated as an integral 
element of your home. Your architect will provide expert 
assistance in positioning your house, garden, windows 
and doors to maximise sunlight.

Incorporate sliding or 
bi-folding doors
Help bring the outside in (and the inside out!) with 
the addition of sliding, double or bi-folding doors. By 
making movement between the inside and outside more 
convenient, you’ll find you spend a lot more time enjoying 
the outdoors.

Blend the inside and 
outside
With doors now leading outside to your garden, why not 
create a patio area to help blend your outdoor and indoor 
living spaces? To create a seamless look, consider paving 
in a colour which matches the flooring of your indoor 
connecting area. Tobermore’s Historic Paving is available 
in the colours slate, bracken and heather – so choose the 
best colour option to match your indoor space.
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I N S I D E  O UT L IVI N G , ALL YE AR RO U N D

By making movement between the inside and 
outside more convenient, you’ll find you spend a 

lot more time enjoying your outdoor space.

TOP TIPS
FOR BRINGING THE

OUTSIDEINSIDE



F
or most clients, I have two 
duties. The first is to create 
the garden of their dreams. 
The second is to make their 
garden easy to maintain so it 
looks good all year round.

When it comes to maintenance, there are many features that 
clients request which start the alarm bells ringing. Don’t get 
me wrong – I can fully understand why people request these 
features. They are regularly illustrated in full, glorious splendour 
in gardening magazines and on TV. The problem is they are only 
ever photographed when they are freshly created or looking 
their best.

What to avoid

Herb beds
Have you ever seen a herb bed in the winter? I have and it 
usually isn’t a pretty sight! Most herbs are tender annuals which 
do not survive the first frost.

Rockeries
I have also seen too many rockeries which are more weeds 
than flowers and just look like the remains of a building site. 
Rockeries are very hard to maintain because the rocks create 
little areas for weeds to grow!

Wildflower meadows
A wildflower meadow is a real boost for wildlife and pollinating 
insects. However, they only look good from August until 
October and must be completely dug over and re-seeded 
every year.

Ponds and water features
Ponds are very high maintenance and require regular clearing 
out to look good. Water features look spectacular at a stately 
home where they have employees to maintain them. In reality, 
most water pumps survive until the first hard winter or drought 
when they burn out. All that is left are the green, slimy remains 
and some weeds.
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Hassle-free 
Gardening

A Cheat’s Guide To

Keeping a garden looking its best through the seasons can be a lot of 
work. Landscape designer Vanessa Drew draws up her list of garden 
features to avoid, if you’re looking for an easy way to keep your outdoor 
space in tip-top condition all year round.
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A C H E AT ’S GU I D E  TO  HAS S LE- FREE  GARD E N I N G

What to do instead

The best advice is to avoid fads and aim 
for a design which is low maintenance, 
looks good all year round and has a good 
balance of hard and soft landscaping.

Bird baths
Instead of a pond or fountain, how about a classical 
stone bird bath on a plinth? This can be positioned in the 
garden as an interesting focal point as well as being useful 
for wildlife.

Potted herbs
If you’d like to grow some herbs, plant them in a large pot 
which you can set outside the kitchen door. This will also 
be convenient to nip out with your scissors to harvest for 
your cooking.

Go evergreen
For lowest maintenance planting, some well selected 
shrubs are the best bet. Varieties of Lavatera, Hypericum, 
Leycesteria, Choisya, Kerria, Viburnum and Mahonia will 
ensure evergreen interest with flowers throughout the 
year. Once they are planted, as long as they are selected 
for a size suited to the space, you shouldn’t have to prune 
or cut them back for many years.

Create a sun trap 
For another attractive, low maintenance focal point, look 
for an area of your garden which gets the last rays of the 
sun. This would be perfect for a small paved area for a 
bench seat or small table and chairs.

Historic flags
For low maintenance paving, opt for historic flags grouted 
with mortar and laid flush with the surface of the lawn for 
ease of mowing. From there, you will be able to sit and 
enjoy your beautiful garden without feeling guilty!

HISTORIC 

FLAGS
Discover our low 

maintenance, 

traditional paving

See page 19
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FOCUS ON
HISTORIC PAVING

P
icture a traditional 
country garden and you’ll 
probably imagine big 
flower beds, meandering 
pathways and neatly 
topiaried hedges. 

Add some wrought iron or well-weathered wooden 
furniture on which to sit and admire the scene and 
you’ve got a paradise many gardeners would love to 
call their own.

Whether you have a big garden in the country or a tiny 
backyard in the city, there are many things you can do to 
bring a traditional country garden feel to your outdoor 
space.

One thing that can help you get that traditional look 
quickly is simply by laying appropriate paving. It might not 
seem as romantic as choosing the planting, but investing 
some time and thought into picking the perfect paving will 
ensure you get a look that complements and enhances 
your traditional garden.

Traditional gardens tend to be full of colour, planting, trees and textured 
finishes. David Thompson takes a look at how the right choice of paving 

can be the perfect finishing touch for a nostalgic country garden feel.
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FO C US O N  H I STO RI C PAVI N G

Planning your 
paving
For patios, think about what the space will be used for – 
are you looking for a small place for two to sit and have 
breakfast in the summer morning sun, or a large family 
dining area with space for a barbecue, patio heater and 
some comfy furniture? As a general rule, an area three 
metres by three metres will allow for a good sized dining 
table and space for four or five people to sit comfortably.

If you’re favouring a more formal style, you’ll want your 
paving to feature geometric patterns and rigid layouts. For 
a rustic traditional feel, less structured laying patterns and 
slabs with rough edges will work best for you.

Pick a pattern 
For a truly traditional yet eye-catching focal point, think 
about circular patterns set within angular layouts. 
Border your circular pattern with blocks of contrasting 
colours, to create an eye-catching effect.

With both formal and rustic styles, you can 
incorporate different materials into the design – 
for example, try layouts featuring paving flags, 
brick and cobbles laid together. But don’t go 
overboard; try and stick to the ‘rule of three’ to 
avoid mixing too many different materials.

Think about colour and 
texture 
Neutral tones and soft, muted colours are 
perfect for a rustic country garden feel, 
giving the look of natural, weathered 
stone.

To really achieve that vintage vibe, 
choose paving with soft fettled edges 
and naturally textured riven surfaces, 
which look stunning set against lush 
lawns, borders and foliage.

For help designing the 
perfect paving for your 
garden, click here to try 
our free online Paving 
Creator tool.

https://www.tobermore.co.uk/homeowner/design-services/paving-creator/?utm_campaign=ho-emag&utm_medium=pdf&utm_source=issue1
https://www.tobermore.co.uk/homeowner/design-services/paving-creator/?utm_campaign=ho-emag&utm_medium=pdf&utm_source=issue1
https://www.tobermore.co.uk/homeowner/design-services/paving-creator/?utm_campaign=ho-emag&utm_medium=pdf&utm_source=issue1


Perfect Planning
forOnline Tools

Landscape Design Service

Paving Creator

Paving Visualisation 
Service

Our landscape design consultation service 
is available in a range of packages to suit 
all projects and budgets. Consultations are 
provided on-site for our customers in Northern 
Ireland and ROI, and by video call for our 
customers in England, Scotland and Wales.

Click here to find out more about our 
landscape design service.

Paving Creator is our free tool to help you 
experiment with various paving design options 
and products. Simply specify whether you’re 
designing a driveway or patio, choose a ‘scene’ 
in which to view your paving, and get creative! If 
you like what you create, you can easily request 
a quote for the paving products directly through 
the Paving Creator tool.

Click here to find out more about 
Paving Creator.

Bring your paving project to life 
by visualising your paving choice 
at your own property.  Send us 
a picture of your driveway or 
patio area with a description of 
your project, advise us on what 
products and colours you would 
like for your project, and we’ll 
send you a computer generated 
image of your paving choice at 
your home.

Click here to find out more about 
our paving visualisation service.
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The Tobermore website is home to a host of digital tools and services to 
help you plan, design and build your outdoor space.

While Covid-19 restrictions still 
apply, you can find information on 
the Tobermore website about how 
to easily and safely choose and buy 
paving products.

Click here to find a Tobermore 
stockist in your area.

How To Buy Your Paving

https://www.tobermore.co.uk/homeowner/design-services/landscape-design-service/?utm_campaign=ho-emag&utm_medium=pdf&utm_source=issue1
https://www.tobermore.co.uk/homeowner/design-services/landscape-design-service/?utm_campaign=ho-emag&utm_medium=pdf&utm_source=issue1
https://www.tobermore.co.uk/homeowner/design-services/paving-creator/utm_campaign=ho-emag&utm_medium=pdf&utm_source=issue1
https://www.tobermore.co.uk/homeowner/design-services/paving-creator/utm_campaign=ho-emag&utm_medium=pdf&utm_source=issue1
https://www.tobermore.co.uk/homeowner/design-services/paving-visualise-service/?utm_campaign=ho-emag&utm_medium=pdf&utm_source=issue1
https://www.tobermore.co.uk/homeowner/design-services/paving-visualise-service/?utm_campaign=ho-emag&utm_medium=pdf&utm_source=issue1
https://www.tobermore.co.uk/homeowner/find-a-stockist/?utm_campaign=ho-emag&utm_medium=pdf&utm_source=issue1
https://www.tobermore.co.uk/homeowner/find-a-stockist/?utm_campaign=ho-emag&utm_medium=pdf&utm_source=issue1


https://www.facebook.com/tobermore.concrete/?utm_campaign=ho-emag&utm_medium=pdf&utm_source=issue1
https://twitter.com/Tobermore/?utm_campaign=ho-emag&utm_medium=pdf&utm_source=issue1
https://www.pinterest.co.uk/tobermore/?utm_campaign=ho-emag&utm_medium=pdf&utm_source=issue1
https://www.linkedin.com/company/1799423/?utm_campaign=ho-emag&utm_medium=pdf&utm_source=issue1

